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We are committed to providing the best possible
advice and service to all of our clients, and to assist
them in achieving their objectives and ambitions.
I am delighted that this commitment has led to
the referral of many new clients to us, both from
our existing clients, and also from our friends and
contacts in the local business community.

That commitment has also been reflected in our
improved rankings in the independent legal research
undertaken by both the Legal 500 and Chambers
and Partners (more of which can be found on the
final page of this Review).

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for
using Ellisons and we look forward to working with
you again in the future.

We had some changes in the partnership during the
year. Peter Powell stepped down as Senior Partner in
April 2012, having spent the previous five years in
that role (Peter was also Senior Partner from 1988
to 1997). Fortunately for Ellisons, Peter still remains
very much a part of the firm and continues to advise
his commercial property clients.

With my move to Senior Partner, Tim Logan, Head
of Private Client, became one of the Managing
Partners in May 2012. Tim joined Ellisons in 2008
when the firm merged with Plummer Tilsley Logan.

Philip Roberts, Commercial Property Solicitor, was
welcomed to the partnership in May. Philip joined
Ellisons in 2004 as a trainee solicitor, and is another
example of our home grown talent. More than half
of the partners trained with the firm.

Guy Longhurst
Senior Partner, Ellisons Solicitors

Ellisons Solicitors Review of 2012

With the Diamond Jubilee, the London Olympics and Paralympic Games
(where our very own Bryn Smart starred as a “Games Maker”), and the wettest
drought since records began, 2012 was undoubtedly a year to remember,
with good news dominating the front pages for much of the summer.
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From a business perspective, the economy remained
unstable and market conditions continued to be
challenging for many of our clients. Despite this
background, 2012 has been another good year for
Ellisons. Our clients, both existing and new, have
remained active. We have worked in partnership
with them upon many complex, exciting, and
rewarding, transactions and cases, some examples
of which can be found in this Review.

Ellisons advise E Hobbs
Farms inWilkin&Sons deal
Ellisons Solicitors advised the Landlord, E Hobbs Farms,
on the legalities in the letting of a 50,000 square foot
industrial warehouse and building, (6&7 Halifax Way)
on the Earls Colne Business Park, Essex.

The new occupier of the building is the world famous
preserve producer Wilkin & Sons Ltd, who will use the
space in addition to their existing premises in Tiptree.
The 3.25 acre site will initially be used as a logistics
building for the new occupier.

Guy Longhurst, Senior Partner at Ellisons, led on the case.
He said: ‘‘We were dealing with a complex negotiation
between landlord and the new tenant. A ten year lease
was eventually negotiated with the aid of FennWright
and their commercial property team.’’

Earls Colne Business Park is an attractive location for those
looking at commercial property; boasting the Essex Golf
Club and an enviable 2.4miles from the A120 giving access
to Stansted.

East of England Co-operative re-opens essential village store

Nick Denny, Executive Officer for Property at the Co-op,
said: ‘‘We are delighted to announce that we are the new
owner of the Tuck Shop.

“This is a community store which fits well with the society’s
profile and we are proud to be able to take over the running
of what is obviously a much-loved and essential part of
the village.”

‘‘Philip offered an excellent and smooth service when it
came to the purchase of the Tuck Shop, enabling us to
move quickly with the refurbishment, ensuring we opened
promptly for the residents of the village.’’

Philip said: ‘‘We were very pleased to act on behalf of
the Co-op on this purchase. Keeping the store open, and
in the safe hands of this well established firm, is clearly
something the residents wanted.’’

The new owners, The East of England Co-operative Society, opened the shop on Thursday 16th August, after a
refurbishment. The purchase came as a welcome relief to the residents of the village, who initially thought the
store would close down completely upon the previous owner’s departure.

Jayne Scott, Partner and Head of Employment and Seamus
Clifford, Partner and Head of Corporate Commercial also
assisted on the purchase alongside Philip.

Essex Property Seminar

We hosted the fourth annual property seminar
back in March, along with accountants, PKF and
estate agents, Fenn Wright.

The event once again took place at the Weston
Homes Community Stadium in Colchester, and
attracted around 180 delegates and the hosts were
pleased to welcome back the Bank of England’s Phil
Eckersley, who is Agent for East Anglia and the South
East, as guest speaker for the breakfast seminar.

Mr Eckersley engaged the audience with an insight
into the current state of the UK economy, by updating
our regions top property professionals on the status of
the commercial and residential property market, legal
issues and tax planning.

Ellisons’ property partner, Guy Longhurst chaired the
seminar. At the time of the event he said of the
property market: ‘‘Although there may still be some
challenges ahead, we live in an aspirational society.
For that reason I think there will be some positive
movement within the property market, both
residentially and commercially.’’

During the summer, commercial property partner, Philip Roberts, acted on the purchase
of a local convenience store, ‘The Tuck Shop’, in Walberswick, near Southwold.



Seamus is new Chairman for Colbea

Seamus’s appointment was ratified at the Colbea boardmeeting in September. He takes
over the Chairmanship fromDr Malcolm Braithwaite. Colbea’s board members give their
skills and knowledge on a purely voluntary basis in order to aid themanagement of Colbea.

Bob Baggalley, Colbea’s Chief Executive, said: “We are delighted to welcome Seamus as
our new Chairman, not only for his legal expertise but also for his business acumen and
enthusiasm for generating economic prosperity in the Colchester area.”

Seamus said: ‘‘I am delighted to be taking on the role of Chairman for Colbea, at such an
exciting and challenging time for businesses in Colchester.As a firmwe are committed to
helping business start-ups, recognising the increased importance of the entrepreneur in
these economic times and advising businesses which will benefit Colchester in terms
of employment and financial profitability. Colbea shares this ethos, and I look forward
to my new position.’’
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Seamus Clifford has been appointed as the new Chairman for Colbea, Colchester’s
centre of excellence in business advice, training and new business incubation.

Colchester proves business
is booming!
Ellisons were very proud sponsors at this year’s
Colchester Business Awards, held at the Charter
Hall in November 2012.

The firm sponsored the ‘Growing Business of the Year’
category and it was a pleasure to see so many
companies around Colchester setting their goals high
and achieving them, despite the continued downturn.

At the time of going to press, the winner had yet
to be announced. However, the calibre of entries
was extremely high and the judges, Seamus Clifford
and Paul Forsyth, enjoyed meeting all the finalists
at interview.

The winner was due to be announced at a glitzy black
tie ceremony, where finalists across all categories
and their sponsors would come together to celebrate.

Ellisons Solicitors advise
Colchester Archaeological Trust
on historical move
Earlier this year we were pleased to announce the exchange of
contracts between the Colchester Archaeological Trust and Taylor
Wimpey Homes for the purchase, by the trust, of the former Military
Education Centre, which is next to the Roman Circus site in Abbey Fields.

Stephen said: ‘‘For Ellisons Solicitors to advise on
such a significant event in the town’s history is
extremely important.We are a firm that has
a real interest in all sectors of the community
that we serve and we wish the Trust every success
in its new endeavours.’’

Residential property team pleased to receive Conveyancing Quality Scheme Accreditation

The process leading up to exchange was a long one and
both Philip Crummy, Director and Chief Archaeologist
of the Trust and Stephen Lansley, property partner at
Ellisons and the leading solicitor acting on the case,
were pleased to have finally exchanged.

On completion of the purchase, the Trust moved its
offices into the building and began refurbishment
work and the creation of outdoor displays to link in
with the starting gates for the Circus.

The purchase process was not an easy one, and is
the culmination of much fundraising on the part
of the trust.

Speaking at the time of exchange, Philip said: ‘‘Getting
to this point has been a long process but the funds we
have received so far, through various events, have
been terrific and we’re very grateful. We hope to
have everything complete and ready to coincide with
the reopening of Colchester Castle in approximately
two years’ time. We will of course have to do more
fundraising.’’

Ellisons underwent rigorous assessment by the Law
Society in order to secure CQS status, which marks the
firm out as meeting a high standard in the residential
conveyancing process.

Keith List, Head of Residential Property at Ellisons, said at
the time: ‘‘I am very pleased to confirm our accreditation
by the Law Society. It is recognition of the high standards
we provide to our residential property clients and is a
signal to future home buyers of the excellent service we
provide, at what is often a stressful time formany people.’’

Wewere pleased to secure membership to the Law
Society’s Conveyancing Quality Scheme, which is the
mark of excellence for the home buying process.

Ellisons help find the ‘ONE’

Along with other businesses across East Anglia,
Ellisons began its search for the ‘One’ in September
2012 and were once again blown away by the entries.

The group of judges saw many different types of
business enter the annual competition, in the search
for the best entrepreneurial talent in East Anglia.

In such a volatile economic climate, businesses
often struggle to achieve growth and positive results
particularly in the critical first five years of trading.
THE ONE competition was therefore a fantastic
opportunity for a business to win a comprehensive
package of business support, advice and services
for their business, worth over £40,000.

Ray Higgs, Managing Director of Silent Partner Ltd,
was announced as the winner shortly before going
to press.



Graeme took over as Clerk - a role that has always
remained within Ellisons - in 1996 and deals with the
legal and administrative work attributed to the charity.

The charity ran The Colchester Blue Coat School until this
closed down in 1931. Certain pupils at the school received
benefits under the old financial endowments but only on
condition that they wore prescribed clothing of 18th
Century fashion from the time that the bequests were
set up, while other pupils not receiving such financial
support were able to wear contemporary clothing. After
the school closure, the annual income from the trust was
awarded to boys and girls who lived in the borough of
Colchester, were members of the Church of England and
who applied for support in their education or training.

Mr Ellison’s charity still going strong today

Graeme Wallington, Managing Partner at Ellisons, is continuing to over-see the
legalities of the Colchester Bluecoat School Foundation charity which was initially
created with bequests made in the 1700’s. The modern day version of the charity
was set up by Mr Ellison himself in 1927 having been operated by him from Ellisons’
offices at Headgate Court since 1916.
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Partner at Ellisons Solicitors, Guy Longhurst,
was amongst 1000 runners setting off from
the Weston Homes Community Stadium on
Sunday 11 March for the Colchester Half
Marathon. Guy finished the race in a very
credible position of 283 and a time of 1 hour
and 43 minutes.

The event was organised by Colchester Colne
Round Table in association with RunnersWorld.
Ellisons was a key sponsor for the event and
the nominated charity to benefit from the race
was the Multiple Sclerosis Resource Centre.

Edward Powell, also a Partner at Ellisons and
member of the Colchester Colne Round Table,
says: ‘‘The Colchester Half Marathon aims to
bring runners of all abilities together and once
again it proved to be a successful day. Ellisons
were pleased to be able to support another
local charity in the process, with all proceeds
going to the Multiple Sclerosis Resource Centre.’’

The day came to an endwith a presentation of
the awards to thewinners and runners up.

Guy’s half
marathon

In brief...

Ellisons has
also continued
its support for:

Colchester Rugby Club,
1st XV for 2012/13

Corporate Community
Sponsorship of the
Mercury Theatre

Essex Wildlife Trust

Harwich Sea Festival

Clacton Airshow

Frinton Summer Theatre

...and more.
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Staff go all ooh-la-la as they celebrate walk to Paris
STAFF from the usually reserved professions of law and surveying went a little
ooh-la-la back in July, for a French-themed breakfast to mark the successful
completion of a ‘virtual walk’ to Paris.

Employees of both Whybrow and Ellisons, competed in a pedometer challenge
supported by Health@Work Essex, walking the equivalent of a trip to Paris, with
the Ellisons team just reaching the Eiffel Tower first.

To celebrate their efforts, Health@Work Essex, part of local community healthcare
provider, Anglian Community Enterprise (ACE), laid on a French-themed healthy
breakfast. Staff, some dressed in berets and striped T-shirts to capture the French
mood, also enjoyed some fun games and perused health promotion stands supplied
by Health@Work to encourage healthier lifestyles.

As part of our on-going support to local charities,
Managing Partner, Kevin Wilsher, had a one hour training
session with local Olympian, Elena Baltacha. The donation
was given to the East Anglian Children’s Hospice (EACH).

Kevin takes on local
tennis star

Ellisons Solicitors prove ‘good
sports’ at Tendring Show
Ellisons Solicitors were once again proud sponsors
of the Sports area at this year’s Tendring Show.

A team from Ellisons were on hand to man the ‘‘Have a
go’’ Basketball stand at the event on Saturday 14th July,
which was part of the huge sports area.

Stephen Lansley, lead partner at Ellison’s Clacton-on-Sea
office, attended the Show, and was delighted with the
day despite the weather!

“As the law firm with more offices than any other on
the Tendring peninsula, we naturally want to support
the event. It is after all the community in which we all
live and work. I think we are doing our bit to encourage
young people to be active and try something new, which
is of course especially important as it’s the Olympics
year. We also collected some well-deserved funding for
Age UK Colchester and had some great fun doing so.”

‘‘I was very grateful that
Elena could schedule in
our training session,
especially as it was so
close to her Olympic bid.
And all the better that we
were supporting EACH in
the process.’’

Just a few days after their
training session, Elena
was off to the Olympics to
compete. Unfortunately,
Elena was unsuccessful
in her bid for an Olympian
medal at London 2012.

Elena Baltacha was able to give Kevin a training session
– which was set out very similar to her own training regime –
at her local training ground, Ipswich Sports Club. Kevin said:

However, upon Graeme’s appointment, he updated
the trust to enable grants to be made by the Trustees
to Church of England schools within the Borough
of Colchester. With 19 such schools in the Borough
the Trustees make grants to a selected number of
these schools each year.

Graeme says: ‘‘It’s an honour to work for the charity,
set up by Mr Ellison and which has such a history
with both the town and the Firm. The grants we
give are relatively small amounts, however, the
schools are able to use the money to pay for or
subsidise things such as school trips, uniform and
learning resources, which some children would not
be able to fund otherwise.’’

Sara’s leap of faith for charity!
Sara Boreham, receptionist at Ellisons Solicitors, set herself
an amazing challenge at the beginning of the year – to skydive
in aid of local charity, Headway.

Sara, who began working at Ellisons in 2011, completed the jump
on Saturday 5th May 2012, and managed to raise £482.50. Over
£100 of that was raised by Ellisons staff alone.

What’s more, Headway was Ellisons chosen charity for the
financial year 2011/12 and so partners at the firm matched the
amount staff had raised as a round off to fundraising activities
for the financial year.

After completing her jump, Sara said: ‘‘I’d like to thank everyone
who sponsored my skydive for Headway. It was an amazing
experience and I would certainly recommend it!’’

Sara is no stranger to Headway, having volunteered her time on
the educational side of rehabilitation. Sara said: ‘‘It was one of
the main reasons I chose to do a skydive. I’ve seen the amazing
things the charity does and how much they rely on fundraising.’’

Interested in signing up for the Colchester
Half Marathon 2013? Find out more at:
www.colchesterhalfmarathon.co.uk
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Ellisons recommended once again in Legal 500...
We were delighted that this year’s Legal 500 research continued
to highlight the firm’s developments and achievements with
recognition as a leading firm in nine categories.

As one of the East of England’s oldest established legal practices, and
one of the leading law firms in Essex the firm has enjoyed a great year
of success, which is reflected in the Legal 500 2013 directory.

Senior Partner, Guy Longhurst, said: ‘‘I am delighted with the
recommendations made by the Legal 500, which reflect the hard
work of our team of excellent lawyers.’’

‘‘We aim to build long lasting relationships with our clients, to understand
their requirements, be they businesses or private individuals and to
provide them with high quality advice, which they can understand and
which will help them to achieve their goals.’’

2012

‘‘I am delightedwith the
recommendations made by
the Legal 500, which reflect
the hard work of our team of
excellent lawyers.’’

Guy Longhurst, Ellisons’ Senior Partner

Tidal Raves...
We have produced 2 tide timetables,
for West Mersea and Harwich. To receive
a copy of the table most relevant to you
please contact our Marketing department
based in Colchester or email
marketing@ellisonssolicitors.com

For Business:

Commercial Property

Corporate Commercial

Dispute Resolution

Employment and HR Support

Licensing

Insurance Litigation

Planning

For Individuals:

Dispute Resolution

Employment and HR
Support

Family

Personal Injury

Residential Property

Wills, Trusts and Probate

Our services:

Other offices:
Clacton-on-Sea 01255 421248
Frinton-on-Sea 01255 851000
Dovercourt 01255 502428

01206 764477
enquiries@ellisonssolicitors.com
www.ellisonssolicitors.com

Ellisons were pleased to announce top rankings
in the latest edition of Chambers and Partners.

The annual legal research undertaken by Chambers and
Partners, whose 2013 directory was launched on Thursday
1st November, reaffirmed Ellison’s position as one the
leading law firms in the region.

For the first year, Seamus Clifford, Head of Corporate
Commercial, received an individual ranking in the UK guide,
which topped off a great year for him and his department.

Individual rankings were also given to Nicola Coates, Head
of Family; Lee Pearce, Head of Property Litigation and Guy
Longhurst, Peter Powell and Andrew Tilsley from the
Commercial Property Team.

...and in Chambers and Partners too!

Ellisons were also pleased to achieve
improved rankings as a firm in Family Law,
Property Litigation and Commercial Property.
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