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Client News

Local Colchester business - Agency
Underwriting Limited (AUL) –was acquired by
Towergate Partnership as an addition to its
Underwriting Division but continues to operate
from Colchester in Towergate’s prestigious
new offices at the Octagon Centre under the
continued management of Richard Lamberth
and his team of 50 staff. 

Long term advisers to AUL, Ellisons Solicitors, acted for the three
shareholders of AUL Holdings Limited on the deal which was
completed in November for the entire issued share capital. 

Ellisons Corporate Partner Sally Hudson led the Ellisons legal
team which involved Property Partner Kevin Wilsher and
Employment specialist Jayne Scott.

It’s a Family Affair!
Client Profile: Mersea Homes

Mersea Homes, a third generation family-
run business is entering its 60th year.
Stuart, Trevor and Darren Cock are
running a business founded by Stuart's and
Darren's grandfather and the family has
high hopes for a fourth generation of the
business to come. Stuart recognises the
many benefits of keeping things in the
family and there is a great sense of pride in
holding the business for the next
generation. It is not always easy and they
all recognise that planning for the
transition between one generation and the
next is a big challenge, but this is one
family business which proves it can be done

Stuart can't remember a time that Ellisons
was not advising them. This relationship is
typical of the company's approach. Once
they find someone who does the job
properly, they are in for the long-term.
This applies equally to employees and
much of the reason for remaining
regionally focussed is that the company
prefers to use local tradesmen who they
know and trust rather than expanding and
losing control over a quality which is hard
to match. 

Concentrating on sites in East Anglia and
being a family-run developer has its
advantages as Stuart explains: “We like to
think our company structure enables us to
take the lead on issues such as customer
service, quality control and effective local
planning and land strategies.”

This commitment to remain a quality led
company dedicated to stability, organic
growth, local focus and client and

employee satisfaction is of course further
inspired by the promise of a fourth
generation of the family to take up the
reins. And the challenge for Ellisons - to be
equally driven to grow its own talent and
plan for generational transitions.

Mersea Homes projects current at the
beginning of 2007 include: Wellhouse
Green, West Mersea and The Grove at
Great Horkesley. 

AUL – Acquired
Sally commented on the deal as follows:

“This is exactly the type of deal that Ellisons is well suited to. 
We have enjoyed a long-term relationship with AUL and when it
came to this important milestone in terms of the shareholders’ business
strategy, we were able to provide the full range of legal advice needed
to meet their objectives. By working closely with two local
accountants, we were able to field a truly local team of experts.”

AUL controls £24m GWP, with a strong track record in
underwriting buy-to-let, specialist property owners, and niche
travel business. Towergate Underwriting, a part of Towergate
Partnership, is one of the UK’s leading providers of specialist
insurance products

Where would any firm be without clients? This section features a selection of Ellisons clients and the work it has
carried out for them in the last year. This is by no means comprehensive or indeed fully representative as a great
deal of the work Ellisons do is confidential or of such a commercially or personally sensitive nature that it would not
be appropriate to put in print. 

Sally Hudson



As Colchester United Football Club’s
popular manager Phil Parkinson resigned
and competitor league club Hull City poised
to poach, the Directors and Management of
the Club took the bold step of seeking a
High Court injunction to ensure that all
parties adhered to the correct protocol of
terminating the manager’s contract, which
still had almost a year to run, 

Advised by local Ellisons partner Graeme
Wallington and Devereux Chambers, the
club gained a temporary injunction on the
23rd June, clearly showing both Hull and
their valued manager that they were serious
and were prepared to fight for what was best
for the club and its future.

Happily after almost a further week of
negotiation a sum of in the region of
£400,000 compensation, plus the recovery
of legal costs, was agreed.

We believe this was the first injunction of
this kind in the football sector.

September 2006, Corporate Head Seamus
Clifford acted for the Club’s chairman, Peter
Heard, in his sale of his controlling interest
to local businessman, Robbie Cowling, for
an undisclosed sum.

Heard - who had owned the newly
promoted club for nine years - and the
current board of directors stayed on, at
Cowling’s request.

As his car dealership business
approached its 25th anniversary,
local businessman Gerry
Wiggins acquired two new car
dealership garages for his
portfolio making the current
number of Underwoods branded
sites seven, with eleven
franchises in total selling
Vauxhall, Peugeot, Ford, Mazda,
Skoda and Renault cars

This latest expansion involved
two site acquisitions from the

East of England Co-operative
Society. The first, a further outlet
in Colchester, formerly the
Sterling Garage in Wimpole
Road, operates as a Peugeot
dealership. The second, another
Sterling Garage in Cornard Road,
Sudbury represents Gerry’s first
foray out of Essex and into
Suffolk.

Advising Gerry Wiggins on 
both these deals was Partner
Kevin Wilsher.

Over the Summer 2006,
Robert Jones and his team
were informed by QBE
European Operations
(QBE EO) that it was
conducting a review of its
use of solicitors.  Ellisons
had a long relationship
with Ensign, one of the

Firm’s principle PI clients and which is now
part of QBE. The Firm was invited to tender
for motor claims-related work in order to
continue to work for Ensign. Ellisons’ tender
was successful and team leader Robert Jones
has now expanded his team to deal with the
additional work awarded as a result of the
successful tender process.

The Firm has acted for Essex Wildlife
Trust, the largest conservation charity
in the county, for over ten years.
Recent work for this important
charity includes senior Partner Bryn
Smart advising on the legal aspects of
the transfer of the Nature Reserve at
Wrabness to the Trust, which took
place in September 2006. 
The 52 acre Nature Reserve has a
fascinating history. It was a former
mine depot established in 1921 by
the Ministry of Defence and closed in

1963, and a site of numerous planning applications (including an application for
a prison in 1968 and 1989), until it was saved from development and bought by
Wrabness Nature Reserve Charitable Trust in 1992. 
Ellisons Solicitors is also happy to be Corporate Members of Essex Wildlife Trust.

Onside with Colchester United 

Wild about Essex Tender Moment

Deal or no deal?

Gerry Wiggins (left) and Kevin Wilsher)

Robert Jones
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Ellisons in the Community

December and the Colchester Moot Hall at the Town Hall was
once again the venue for the glittering Colchester Youth
Awards. For the second year running Ellisons Solicitors was
proud to be sponsors of the Arts award which was won by
talented Natasha Rickman. 

Central to Natasha’s nomination is the incredible achievement,
for someone still at school, to have written and directed a play
“Saving Camelot” which was staged at the Mercury to sell out
performances. Described by her nominator as “extremely
modest”, the judges felt that Natasha deserved greater
recognition for proving to other young people that you can aim
high and succeed. Her story is one of talent but also of steady
determination and the ability to inspire others to achieve
fantastic results. Ellisons partner Seamus Clifford was at the
ceremony to present Natasha with her prize.

The Colchester Youth Awards were created to celebrate the
achievements of young people across the Borough and there are
eleven separate categories: Youth Service, Educational
Achievement, Carer, Sports Development, Citizenship,
Volunteer, Community Improvement, Health, Enterprise,
Personal Journey and of course Arts.

Ellisons has a wonderfully prominent position on the Town’s
busy Head Street and is happy to use its front windows to
reflect community projects in which it is involved. A long term
Corporate Community member of The Mercury, Ellisons is
particularly pleased to work with the theatre to promote its
productions. This is particularly true at Christmas time when
Ellisons design posters with The Mercury to promote the
annual pantomime and at the same time provide a fun,
festive window display to be enjoyed by passers by and
visitors to the office. The 2006 Jack & The Beanstalk
represented the third year of panto fun for Ellisons and it was
particularly welcome in light of the “difficulties” surrounding
the town’s Christmas decorations!

The Firm has long supported
the local university – not
surprising really in that so
many of its lawyers are alumni.

This academic year (2006/7)
Ellisons is lending its support
both financially and
intellectually to the Mooting
team. In a moot, two pairs of
‘advocates’ argue a fictitious
legal appeal case in front of a
‘judge’. To win, you do not
necessarily have to win the legal
case, but must make the best
presentation of your legal
arguments.

The sponsorship money will
primarily be used to support the
University mooting teams

compete in the three major
mooting competitions: ESU
Essex Court Chambers,
Midlands and Oxford
University Press. But the Firm is
also putting its mouth where its
money is, in that Partner
Graeme Wallington was pleased
to be asked to be the Judge for
the first round of the ESU Essex
Court Chambers National
Mooting Competition –on
Wednesday 29th November
2006. Sadly for hosts Essex, Ben
Simmons and Troy Anthony-
Thomas were narrowly beaten
by visitors Emma Harling-
Phillips and Shazana Mokhtar,
representing the London School
of Economics (LSE) 

The Young Ones

Essex University – A Moot point!

we’re behind you!
The Mercury Theatre



Touch Down – Down Under for 1st XV Braidwood
The 20 year old from Colchester is pursuing an opportunity of a lifetime when he gave up
his place on the Colchester squad and his job as a heating engineer, to follow his dream to
make it as a Rugby professional by heading for New Zealand and a new team in Napier,
Hawkes Bay. The Kiwi adventure is the result of a friendship formed with former team
mate Shane Manning who played for Colchester for two years before returning home to
New Zealand. Braidwood jumped at the opportunity to improve his rugby skills and
enjoy an antipodean lifestyle when Manning proposed a return match down under. The
decision was made even easier when 1st XV sponsors Ellisons Solicitors donated five
hundred pounds to help the talented youngster on his way.

Mark Braidwood was very grateful for the financial support: “It is not just the money
although I admit that does of course help. But knowing that a firm like Ellisons believes 
I have potential and is prepared to put its name and money to help me achieve my
objectives, really gives me confidence.”

Photo: Colchester Rugby Club 1st XV wearing kit with sponsors’ logos; 
Mark Braidwood takes a tackle centre. With thanks to Andrew Sarek for the photo

Colchester Rugby Club 1st XV
player Mark Braidwood 
set off for New Zealand 
in January 2007 with 

a little help from Ellisons

Ellisons – sponsors of Colchester
Rugby Club 1st XV 



Anyone for tennis?
Soon to follow were main sponsors Total
Greek Yoghurt and other joint sponsors
Hatfields, Nicholas Anthony, Wheeler
Cellars, Lavenham Press, Merlin
Swimming Pools & Spas and the Essex
Chamber of Commerce. Ellisons local
Frinton Partner Nicky Coates explained
why the firm was so happy to be
sponsors: “We were delighted to support
the Tennis Club this season not only with
the Pro-Celebrity Challenge but also as
sponsors of a Junior Tournament cup
later in the season. We liked the idea of
being one of the founding sponsors for
the launch of Frinton’s first pro-celebrity
event and have been impressed by the
Tennis Club’s energy in terms of raising
the game for Frinton and attracting
greater prize money from The Lawn

Tennis Association in the LTA Satellite
event later in the summer.” Comedian
Bobby Davro acted as Master of
Ceremonies as some of Britain’s keenest
celebrity tennis players including - Mike
Read (award-winning DJ and presenter);
Rudolph Walker (actor - Patrick Trueman
in EastEnders); Jona Lewie (chart-topping
popster best known for his Christmas hit
Stop The Cavalry); Sam Kane (actor –
made his name as hairdresser Peter Phelan
in Brookside);James Max (The Apprentice
semi-finalist/TalkSPORT presenter) and
others fought it out for a newly
commissioned silver trophy. The “round-
robin” style event was won by Jona Lewie
partnered by Frinton Professional Chris
Harris in the final against Mike Read and
Rudolf Walker

Mike Read joins Nicky Coates, Jayne Scott, Judith Winward and guests for tennis.

Frinton Tennis Club and 
Big L radio 1395 welcomed 
an array of stars to play in 

the club’s first Pro-Celebrity
Tournament on Friday 23 June.

As Ellisons has a strong
presence in this Essex seaside
town, the Firm was happy to be
the first to sign up as sponsors

for this new event



Arachne, the networking forum aimed at
women in business in the region and
formed by Ellisons Solicitors, is now
over two years old and membership is
growing all the time. Halloween was
celebrated in spectacular style thanks to
Dawn Dorrell our resident Tarot reader
who organised the spiritual side of the
evening with Simon Bacon, the psychic
medium enthralling the Arachne
audience with his very impressive
demonstration of stand up mediumship.
Meanwhile others were able to consult a
healer, have their tarot cards read or just
network with the rest of the guests over
a glass of wine. The Firm's charity for
the year, The Balkerne Gardens Trust,
benefited from a fundraising tombola
and Arachne would like to thank all the
kind donors who gave prizes and
ensured a very generous sum of money
was raised for this good cause.

Nobody in Colchester will dispute that it
was a great year for the local football
team. Premier Partners Ellisons threw in
its support with sponsoring not one but
two of the games which the U’s played in
their FA cup journey, including the cliff
hanger at Chelsea.

But as Ellisons partner and Director of
Colchester United FC, Peter Powell is
pleased to point out, Colchester United
was not the only football team to have a
memorable year. “Ellisons Solicitors has
supported two local teams this year. 

The Firm sponsored two of the U’s
matches but we also continued to provide
the kit for Lexden Saints, whose
goalkeeper’s mother is one of our staff.
Both teams have had a memorable year
and have done us proud”

Ellisons’ “other” team Lexden Saints
(Under 13s) won the Colchester and
District Youth League (under 13s) for the
fifth year running and Jamie Le Page, the
manager for the past six years is proud of
his squad. He also appreciates the
continued backing of Ellisons Solicitors:

“It means a lot to the team to have this
sponsorship and know that the business
community supports the game.”

The Firm certainly has gone “football
crazy” and have decided to add another
amateur team to its premiership.
Wormingford Wanderers is the latest
team to sport the Ellisons logo. Matthew
Barber who is a member of the Firm’s
Administration team was very persuasive
in ensuring his squad, which has won the
Acorn Memorial Cup three times in a
row, had a fresh kit for the new season. 

Ellisons Solicitors is involved in and supports a number of other community initiatives: AFC Sudbury, COLBEA, Colchester 2020,
Colchester Choral Society, Colchester Town Partnership, Colchester United Premier Partners, Essex Wildlife Trust, firstsite, Harwich
Sea Festival and more.... Individual members of the Firm are even further involved in local charities and community projects on a
personal level.  However, we hope that the initiatives and events highlighted in these pages give a flavour of how Ellisons take its
role in the local community very seriously indeed.

Football Crazy!

Wormingford Wanderers Lexden Saints (Under 13s)

Trick or Treat?



2007 started with a
welcome to Tom
McPhie who joins
Ellisons after
spending nearly ten
years in the Legal
Services
Department at

Colchester Borough Council. Tom, who
has lived in Colchester all his life, decided
on law as a career relatively late in life
when at the age of 30 he enrolled at Essex
University. After graduating with a law
degree, he started a training contract with

Seamus Clifford, rejoined
Ellisons Solicitors after
spending six years in the
Corporate department of a
London law firm. Seamus,
who trained and qualified
with Ellisons, now heads

up the Corporate Commercial team,
advising on a wide range of corporate
matters including mergers and acquisitions,
joint ventures, shareholder arrangements
and corporate re-organisations. Seamus has
lived in the Colchester area since he was a
young boy. He is married to a local barrister
and they have one daughter. A keen
sportsman, he has played rugby for Mersea,
Sudbury and Colchester teams and is a
member of the West Mersea Yacht Club
and Colchester Rugby Club

2006 was off to a good start with three of the Firm’s
senior lawyers being promoted to the new position of
“Associate”. Each of the three specialises in key
practice areas. Jayne Scott (pictured left) is pivotal to
the Firm’s Employment Law Department and has
developed a strong reputation among both local and
London based clients. She advises on all aspects of
the fast moving area of employment law and also
represents clients at Employment Tribunal. Caroline

Price (on the right of the photo) has over 16 years experience in Family Law. She deals with
all aspects of matrimonial law including divorce and negotiations in respect of financial
arrangements. Caroline also advises on cohabitee disputes, separation issues and matters
concerning children including residence and contact. The third, Sally Hudson (centre), was
subsequently promoted to partner in May. Sally specialises in all aspects of corporate and
commercial work including issues relating to sole traders, partnerships and companies,
from setting up in business to providing on-going advice and support. She also advises on
corporate transactions including acquisitions and disposals and management buy-outs.

Philip Roberts completed
his training period at the
Firm in September and is
now part of the
Commercial Property
team led by partners Bryn

Smart, Peter Powell, Guy Longhurst and
Kevin Wilsher.

Ellisons solicitor Judith Winward was
granted a Notarial Faculty by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, making her a
Notary Public. Judith joins an ancient
profession, which is essentially a third
branch of the law (solicitors, barristers,
notaries) whose authority to practise is
given by the Lord Archbishop of
Canterbury, through the Court of Faculties
(ecclesiastical court). There are only three
Notaries in Colchester and Ellisons Senior
Partner Bryn Smart is not only one of the
other two but with almost 20 years of
practice he is also the longest qualified.

The key point of differentiation for any law firm is its people. As a service based business, Ellisons appreciates
that it is only as good as the people it employs. And in the last twelve months there was plenty to celebrate in
terms of new joiners, returners and promotions!

People

the Borough Council and has been a
valued member of the Council’s legal team
until joining Ellisons. The former
Borough Principal Solicitor specialises in
advising on planning matters both
contentious and non-contentious and his
skills extend from general advice and
drafting planning agreements to
prosecution work. During his time at the
Council, Tom has been involved in many
local planning initiatives including
advising on the Hythe regeneration area as
well as many of the more recent
Colchester renaissance projects.

Tom is Planning for Ellisons Future

Take Three Girls

Welcome back Seamus

Hot Property

And then take four more…
Girl Power at Ellisons seems destined to continue
with the Firm’s Trainee Solicitors.  In July Marsha
Robinson literally started her new job running,
when within two weeks of being at Ellisons Marsha
sported her new Firm’s logo in return for
sponsorship and ran the Race for Life in 36 minutes
in aid of Cancer Research.  Ceri Rogers is in  her
final year of her training contract trying to decide
between a career in Litigation or Corporate.  She is
an active member of the Suffolk and North Essex

Trainee Solicitors' Group and one of the organisers of the annual Summer Ball which was
held last year at Le Talbooth in Dedham. Victoria Barclay joined the Firm in November
and finally Kirsty Panton joined in January 2007 to make four.
.

Take Note

In 2006, the Firm was also happy to welcome Brenda Meredith, Jo Morgan,
Barbara Macklin, Susan Ashman, Trudi Ross, Matthew Barber, Vicky Lowden, James
French, Catherine Sandles, Mary Hanmer, Hollie Buck, Clare Parkins, 
Chris Barber-Riley and Catherine Leonard.

L to R: Ceri Rogers, Victoria Barclay, 
Kirsty Panton and Marsha Robinson


